
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Why is all of the tax support going to Hiawatha Community Hospital?     

After visiting with many community leaders, and assessing the hospital’s financial performance 

and the overall capital needs of Hiawatha Community Hospital, it was recommended the entire 

tax support should go to the only remaining hospital in the county.  Consolidating the resources 

will better ensure continued access to healthcare services for Brown County.  Hiawatha 

Community Hospital has struggled like many rural hospitals in the country.  There have been 

many hospitals closing, primarily in states that have not expanded Medicaid. Kansas is one of 

those states. The sales tax support will help the hospital to thrive, not just survive by providing 

the funds necessary to purchase the capital equipment needed to provide patient care now and 

in the future.   

Capital is defined as equipment and repairs that cost over $5,000.  During the past three years, 

the hospital has only spent $697,000 on capital equipment and repairs. The hospital’s three 

year plan for capital equipment and repairs totals $1.5 million per year.  Due to the lack of 

funds to spend on capital equipment, purchases have been deferred, equipment has only been 

replaced after it breaks, and costly but needed maintenance projects get suspended until there 

is no other alternative than to fix them. As a result, we have seen more equipment failures 

during this year more than any previous year.  The reactive approach to capital equipment and 

repairs is not what our patients deserve.  

The tax support will generate 50% of the funds necessary for the purchases that need to be 

made for equipment and improvements identified for the next three years. The remaining 50% 

of funds will come from operational improvements and fundraising efforts from our supportive 

Foundation and Auxiliary.   

Vote YES on November 5th to help Hiawatha Community Hospital thrive not just survive by 

having the tax support funds to help purchase the capital equipment and maintain the facilities 

necessary to provide care for our patients. 

 


